A Forest Bioeconomy Framework for Canada
Overview of Key Elements
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Canadian Council of Forest Ministers
 Since 1985, the CCFM has brought together federal, provincial, and
territorial forest ministers to:
–
–
–
–

Promote cooperation between governments
Develop and maintain a scientific information base
Demonstrate international leadership
Share information on issues impacting on the forest sector

 In June 2016, the CCFM released the Innovation Action Plan (2016-2020)
 Committed to developing a Forest Bioeconomy Framework for Canada
 Three Pillars: Collaboration, Engagement and Mobilization
 Currently in the Engagement stage

 Canada is the current CCFM chair

February 2017

3

Driving Future Change in the Forest Sector
 Since 2007, the forest sector has faced significant cyclical,
structural, and environmental pressures:






Fluctuating Canadian dollar
Collapsing newsprint demand
Global recession
Insect infestations (e.g. SBW&MPB)
Persistent low productivity growth

 Increasingly complex societal,
trade, and environmental
context in which we operate:
 Expanding global middle class with
new product demands
 Forest products recognized as
sustainable and source of climate
change mitigation options
February 2017
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Canada’s Climate Change Commitments

February 2017
Source: ECCC
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Innovation: A Persistent Challenge
>> Strong “macro” conditions, yet
Canada’s innovation is not worldleading

Source: OECD Main Science and Technology Indicators; OECD Science, Technology
and Industry
February
2017
Scoreboard 2015; World Economic Forum, Global Competitiveness Report 2016.
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Canada has unique bio-based advantages
• Canada has one of the largest biomass resources in
the world (agriculture, forest, marine)
• World-class forest sector innovation system based
on strong collaboration

And has…

An abundance of
skilled labour

Mature forestry
fibre supply
infrastructure
and secure
property rights

A technology
Strong and broadEmerging clusters
advantage in
reaching S&T and
that draw upon
several areas (eg. academic network
existing
cellulose
infrastructure
nanomaterials, agribreeding and
February 2017
agronomics
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What is the Bioeconomy Framework?
A non-binding commitment among CCFM partners that provides a
clear vision, identifies common priority areas, and outlines a
comprehensive suite of policy actions for creating a more effective
enabling environment to grow Canada’s forest bioeconomy.

Leveraging Canada’s proven forest sector innovation system; underpinned by our world-class forest science

February 2017
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Canada’s Bioeconomy:
Built on Sustainable Forest Management
• The Canadian Council of
Forest Ministers believes
that our environmental
credentials in forest
management represent our
competitive advantage.
• On June 8, 2016, Canada’s
forest Ministers renewed
their commitment to
working together to
promote sustainable
forests and forest products.
Growing the bioeconomy requires
advancing our science.
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Key Elements of the Framework
Vision: Canada is a recognized global leader in the forest bioeconomy
Guiding Principle: The bioeconomy is based on the principle of efficiency; forest
resources should be managed in a sustainable manner adding maximum value,
including by reusing materials to preserve natural capital stocks, and respecting
the services and cultural value they provide to support the well-being of Canadians

Supply of
forest
biomass

Demand for
bio-based
products

Support for
innovation

Skills and
relationships

PILLARS
Long term outcome: A robust forest bioeconomy in Canada would be identified by
the accessibility of sustainable bio-based raw materials sourced from healthy
forests available for high added-value processing supplied through a wellfunctioning market enabled by an effective innovation system and supported by a
trained, competent labour force, founded on respectful relationships
February 2017
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Policy Action Areas
Efficient standards and an effective regulatory regime for new bio-based products

Innovative financial mechanisms including tax measures to de-risk commercialization

Collaborative research and development along the innovation continuum

Public sector procurement to promote clean tech and supply chain sustainability

Outreach to attract investment and increase demand for Canadian bioproducts

Accessible comprehensive investment-grade data on the bioeconomy

Workforce training and strong partnerships with Indigenous communities

February 2017

11

Discussion
• The CCFM is seeking your views on the future of Canada’s
forest bioeconomy.
• Please visit www.ccfm.org for further information and to
respond to our survey.
• For questions or comments please contact Matthew Bock
(matthew.bock@canada.ca) of Natural Resources Canada,
Canadian Forest Service.
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